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Frequently Asked Questions about the ACL Performers’ Showcase


What is the schedule for performers who are accepted into the Showcase? The performances will be scheduled in 4 sessions, 2 sessions in the morning (9:30-noon) and 2 sessions in the afternoon (1:30-4:00)

How many performers are assigned to each of the 4 sessions? There are 32 spaces available (8 in each of the 4 sessions). 
What is the audition process like? 

Each performer is allotted 8 minutes only! The 8-minute limit is strictly and fairly enforced according to the best efforts of the MC.  You may choose to simply perform an 8-minute segment of your routine or you may also provide some kind of introduction that describes it, the audience you are aiming for, and variations of presentation. (Do you give workshops as well as performances? do you allow opportunities for volunteers to join you up front? do you encourage audience interaction? do you have different approaches for different ages?)  What can you do that most effectively represents your show?

Can I expect librarians to book me that very day?

There will be a coffee break in both the morning and afternoon sessions, and a longer lunch break, when you can meet with the audience members.  Bring your calendar so that you may confirm a schedule on the spot. While some folks may come prepared to line you up for a specific date, others will take more time to decide and call you later.  Remember that while the immediate focus of the Performers’ Showcase is on the selection of performers for summer, librarians are often interested in performers throughout the year.  You may not be scheduled for that summer, but be contacted for a fall program, or later.

Who will be selected to appear in the Showcase?  

Performers will be selected from performers who could not be included in the previous year’s Showcase as well as all those who contacted Elizabeth Overmyer before the registration date (watch this space!). This is not an amateur show.  All applicants are expected to have previous experience performing for young audiences in schools, libraries or other similar locations.  All applications received before the mid-September application date will be considered, with preference as explained below. In case of a noticeable imbalance in types of performances (e.g. 24 storytellers), effort may be made to present a more varied roster of types of material.

If more people apply than there is room for, how are decisions made on who will be included?  Anyone who completes and mails in the attached registration form will be considered. Send your forms to arrive by October 26, 2007; all qualified applicants whose forms are received by then will be considered.  Priorities will be set in this order: 

· Performers who were not included in the previous year’s Showcase for reasons of space

· Performers who have never appeared at an ACL Performers’ Showcase

· Returning performers who have not appeared in the last three years 

What if I am applying after the October 26th registration date?  

If there is any room and you meet the qualifications, performers will be added until the roster is full. 

Who will be in the audience? 

While most of the audience will be children’s librarians from public libraries throughout the nine Bay Area counties, you will also see people from schools and recreation departments who need performers for their children’s programs. While the group will be looking particularly for summer programming, many libraries schedule special events all year round and a successful appearance at the Performers’ Showcase may result in contacts over the next few years.

How do I apply to be in the 2008 Showcase? 

Complete and return the attached form if you are interested in being part of the 2008 Performers’ Showcase.  Form will be available by end of July 2007.  Return to: 

Elizabeth Overmyer/Performers’ Showcase

Children’s Library

Berkeley Public Library

2090 Kittredge Street

Berkeley, CA 94704-1491

What is the selection timeline?

Preference is given to those performers who have never appeared at a Performers’ Showcase; the remaining spaces go to performers who have not appeared in the last three years. Slots will be assigned and mailed out by mid-November. Those for whom there is no room will be notified at the same time. If there is not room for you in this year’s Showcase, you will be contacted about next year’s event and you may also send brochures for distribution at the current Showcase.  

My show is very interactive. Can I count on any audience participation at the Showcase? 

The Showcase audience that day should provide plenty of willing audience volunteers, and children are allowed free admission, so that there will be some kids in the mostly-adult audience.  Audience members will be interested in whatever you can do to bring your program to life and help them envision it through the eyes of a young audience.  Library audiences are usually well-behaved and enthusiastic; one of the challenges in working with a library audience is that the crowd is often mixed in age, with parents, grandparents and other caretakers attending along with kids from 3 to 14, or older.  Performers who have worked with a specific age group, e.g. middle school, teens, or the very young are urged to share that experience, either in person or in the brochures. 

Logistics: 

The Performers’ Showcase allows only 8 minutes for each performer.   It is the performer’s duty to time him/herself.  We will use an audible timer to indicate when the 8 minutes is up.  You may want to do only a portion of one piece of your repertoire; the audience will understand that you have a time limit.  When you arrive, we will have a small area, the VanDorn Room, for you to relax in; the earlier you arrive, the more relaxed everyone will be.  The Showcase will be held in the Fukaya Room of the Library, across the foyer from the VanDorn Room, and we will have someone to cue and direct you for your entrance.  As in most public libraries, there is no raised stage area; the room holds slightly more than 200 in the audience. Due to time limitations, latecomers will be cut.  No exceptions.  After your audition, you may want to hang around to talk to the audience members during the break, or book performances, so bring your calendar!  We will have a basic tape player and microphones available; if you prefer to bring your own equipment, you may do so.  As always, there is no charge to the performer.  

I have special needs (separate dressing room/help unloading my car/ parking place/performance assistant).  Come with as much preparation accomplished as possible, because we are unable to provide any support. The Showcase replicates the situation at most public libraries, which are minimally staffed and squeeze special events into tight spaces in which most staff will be focused on basic library operation.  Questions? Email overmyer@pacbell.net. 

LAST BUT NOT LEAST! – The brochure challenge!

Prior to the actual Showcase, by January 12, 2008 accepted performers must also send in advance: 150 brochures that provide the following information: 

· Your name

· Phone number

· Contact address

· Email

· Description of your program, including suggested age range of audience  

You do not have to list prices, which can vary greatly depending on distance traveled, etc.  In general the audience will be looking for programs at $300-$350 per show. You must send these flyers in advance, so they can be collated into the audience packets.  Your follow-up letter will include additional information about sending these brochures and the deadline.

And what if I am late in sending the brochures?  YOU MAY NOT BE ALLOWED TO PARTICIPATE AND YOUR SLOT MAY BE GIVEN TO SOMEONE ELSE.  
For further information:

overmyer@pacbell.net 




When will the 2008 Showcase take place? The 2008 Showcase is scheduled for Saturday, February 23, 9-4


Where will the 2008 Showcase take place? Fremont Main Library, 2450 Stevenson Blvd., Fremont, CA 


I heard that Elizabeth Overmyer is in charge again this year – I thought she’d retired!


Yes to both questions – please contact her at � HYPERLINK "mailto:overmyer@pacbell.net" ��overmyer@pacbell.net�.  When 2008 materials are available they will be sent to her for pickup at the Berkeley Public Library, 2090 Kittredge St., Berkeley, CA 94704-1491.











