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Early America & the Age of Exploration
Bruchac, Joseph.  Children of the Longhouse.  (1996)  150 pp.

Eleven-year-old Ohkwa'ri and his twin sister must make peace with a hostile gang of older boys in their Mohawk village during the late 1400s.

Dorris, Michael.  Sees Behind Trees.  (1996)  104 pp.

A Native American boy with a special gift to "see" beyond his poor eyesight journeys with an old warrior to a land of mystery and beauty.

Paulsen, Gary.  The Transall Saga.  (1998)  248 pp.

While backpacking in the desert, thirteen-year-old Mark falls into a tube of blue light and is transported into a more primitive world, where he must use his knowledge and skills to survive.

Colonial Period
Bruchac, Joseph.  The Winter People.  (2002)  168 pp.

As the French and Indian War rages in October of 1759, Saxso, a fourteen-year-old Abenaki boy, pursues the English rangers who have attacked his village and taken his mother and sisters hostage.

Bulla, Clyde Robert.  A Lion to Guard Us.  (1981)  173 pp.

Left on their own in London, three impoverished children draw upon all their resources to stay together and make their way to the Virginia colony in search of their father.

Dorris, Michael.  Guests.  (1994)  119 pp.

Moss and Trouble, an Algonquin boy and girl, struggle with the problems of growing up in the Massachusetts area during the time of the first Thanksgiving.

Fleischman, Paul.  Saturnalia.  (1990)  113 pp.

In 1681 in Boston, fourteen-year-old William, a Narraganset Indian captured in a raid six years earlier, leads a productive and contented life as a printer's apprentice but is increasingly anxious to make some connection with his Indian past.

Fleischman, Sid.  The 13th Floor :  A Ghost Story.  (1995)  134 pp.

When his older sister disappears, twelve-year-old Buddy Stebbins follows her back in time and finds himself aboard a seventeenth-century pirate ship captained by a distant relative.

Greene, Jacqueline.  Out of Many Waters.  (1988)  200 pp.

Kidnapped from their parents during the Portuguese Inquisition and sent as slaves to Brazil, two Jewish sisters try to get back to Europe to find their parents, but instead help found the first Jewish settlement in the United States.

Lasky, Kathryn.  A Journey to the New World : The Diary of Remember Patience Whipple.  (1996)  173 pp.

Twelve-year-old Mem presents a diary account of the trip she and her family made on the Mayflower in 1620 and their first year in the New World.

Lasky, Kathryn.  Beyond the Burning Time.  (1994)  272 pp.

When, in the winter of 1691, accusations of witchcraft surface in her small New England village, twelve-year-old Mary Chase must fight to save her mother from execution.

O'Dell, Scott.  My Name Is Not Angelica.  (1989)  130 pp.

Relates the experiences of a young Senegalese girl brought as a slave to the Danish owned Caribbean island of St. John as she participates in the slave revolt of 1733-1734.

Petry, Ann Lane.  Tituba of Salem Village.  (1991)  254 pp.

Tituba, the minister's slave, gazed into the stone watering trough. She did not see her own reflection. Instead, she saw a vision of herself, surrounded by angry people. The people were staring ather. Their faces showed fear.

Rees, Celia.  Sorceress.  (2002)  342 pp.

Agnes, an 18-year-old Mohawk Indian descended from a line of healers, uses her newly-discovered powers to uncover the story of her ancestor, a 17th-century New England healer who fled charges of witchcraft. Sequel to Witch Child.

Rees, Celia.  Witch Child.  (2001)  304 pp.

In 1659, 14-year-old Mary Newbury keeps a journal of her voyage from England to the New World and her experiences living as a witch in a community of Puritans near Salem, Massachusetts.  Sequel is Sorceress.

Rinaldi, Ann.  A Break with Charity:  A Story About the Salem Witch Trials.  (1992)  257 pp.

While waiting for a church meeting in 1706, Susanna English, daughter of a wealthy Salem merchant, recalls the malice, fear, and accusations of witchcraft that tore her village apart in 1692.

Rinaldi, Ann.  The Color of Fire :  A Novel.  (2005)  198 pp.

In 1741, while America is at war with Catholic Spain, Phoebe must save her friend Cuffee from execution when the whites in New York City accuse the black slaves of planning a revolt, which erupts in violence and the death of many innocent people.

Rinaldi, Ann.  The Journal of Jasper Jonathan Pierce, a Pilgrim Boy.  (2000)  155 pp.

A fourteen-year-old indentured servant keeps a journal of his experiences on the Mayflower and during the building of Plymouth Plantation in 1620 and 1621.

Speare, Elizabeth George.  Calico Captive.  (1973)  288 pp.

In 1754, young Miriam Willard is captured in an Abenaki raid on Charlestown, New Hampshire during the French and Indian War, and taken to Montreal. Based on the events described in a journal published in 1796.

Speare, Elizabeth George.  The Sign of the Beaver.  (1983)  135 pp.

Left alone to guard the family's wilderness home in eighteenth-century Maine, a boy is hard-pressed to survive until local Indians teach him their skills.

Speare, Elizabeth George.  The Witch of Blackbird Pond.  (1958)  205 pp.

In 1687 in Connecticut, Kit Tyler, feeling out of place in the Puritan household of her aunt, befriends an old woman considered a witch by the community and suddenly finds herself standing trial for witchcraft.

Revolutionary America & the Early Republic
Anderson, Laurie Halse.  Chains.  (2008)  316 pp.

When their owner dies at the start of the Revolution, Isabel and her younger sister are sold to Loyalists in New York, where Isabel is offered the chance to spy for the Patriots.

Anderson, Laurie Halse.  Fever, 1793.  (2000)  251 pp.

In 1793 Philadelphia, sixteen-year-old Matilda Cook, separated from her sick mother, learns about perseverance and self-reliance when she is forced to cope with the horrors of a yellow fever epidemic.

Anderson, Laurie Halse.  Forge.  (2010)  297 pp.

Separated from his friend Isabel after their daring escape from slavery, fifteen-year-old Curzon serves as a free man in the Continental Army at Valley Forge until he and Isabel are thrown together again, as slaves once more.

Anderson, M.T..  The Astonishing Life of Octavian Nothing, Traitor to the Nation.  (2008)  561 pp.

After escaping a death sentence in 1775, Octavian and his tutor seek safety in British-occupied Boston and join the counterrevolutionary Royal Ethiopian Regiment to earn their freedom from slavery by conducting naval raids on the Virginia coast.

Anderson, M.T..  The Pox Party.  (2006)  351 pp.

Various diaries, letters, and other manuscripts chronicle the experiences of Octavian, a young African American, from birth to age sixteen, as he is brought up as part of a science experiment in the years leading up to and during the Revolutionary War.

Avi.  Captain Gray.  (1993)  141 pp.

Following the Revolution, an 11-year-old boy becomes the captive of a ruthless man who has set up his own nation - supported by piracy - on a remote part of the New Jersey coast.

Avi.  City of Orphans.  (2011)  350 pp.

Dickensian street action comes to the Lower East Side in this gripping story set in 1804. Newsboy Maks must save his sister, who has been unjustly accused of theft. Fast-moving plotlines twist with social realism. 

Avi.  Sophia's War : a Tale of the Revolution.  (2012)  302 pp.

In 1776, after witnessing the execution of Nathan Hale in New York City, newly occupied by the British army, young Sophia Calderwood resolves to do all she can to help the American cause, including becoming a spy.

Avi.  The Fighting Ground.  (1984)  157 pp.

Thirteen-year-old Jonathan goes off to fight in the Revolutionary War and discovers the real war is being fought within himself.

Berry, James.  Ajeemah and his Son.  (1992)  83 pp.

A father and his eighteen-year-old son are each affected differently by their experiences as slaves in Jamaica in the early nineteenth century.

Brady, Esther Wood.  The Toad on Capitol Hill.  (1978)  139 pp.

Eleven-year-old Dorsy and her family come to understand each other better when they are caught in the path of the British Army advancing on Washington in the summer of 1814.

Brady, Esther Wood.  Toliver's Secret.  (1976)  166 pp.

During the Revolutionary War, a ten-year-old girl crosses enemy lines to deliver a loaf of bread containing a message for the patriots.

Bruchac, Joseph.  Sacajawea:  The Story of Bird Woman and the Lewis and Clark Expedition.  (2000)  199 pp.

Sacajawea, a Shoshoni Indian interpreter, peacemaker, and guide, and William Clark alternate in describing their experiences on the Lewis and Clark Expedition to the Northwest.

Bulla, Clyde Robert.  White Sails to China.  (1955)  84 pp.

Against his will, a young boy is separated from his sister and sold as a bonded servant, but the good-hearted pirate captain who rescues him makes possible a happier future.

Clapp, Patricia.  I'm Deborah Sampson:  a Soldier in the War of the Revolution.  (1977)  176 pp.

Relates the experiences of the woman who disguised herself as a man in order to enlist and fight in the American Revolution.

Collier, James.  Jump Ship to Freedom.  (1981)  198 pp.

In 1787 a fourteen-year-old slave, anxious to buy freedom for himself and his mother, escapes from his dishonest master and tries to find help in cashing the solidier's notes received by his father for fighting in the Revolution.

Collier, James.  My Brother Sam is Dead.  (1974)  216 pp.

Recounts the tragedy that strikes the Meeker family during the Revolution when one son joins the rebel forces while the rest of the family tries to stay neutral in a Tory town.

Collier, James.  War Comes to Willy Freeman.  (1983)  192 pp.

A free thirteen-year-old black girl in Connecticut is caught up in the horror of the Revolutionary War and the danger of being returned to slavery when her patriot father is killed by the British and her mother disappears.

Draper, Sharon M..  Copper Sun.  (2006)  302 pp.

Amari's perfect life is shattered when her family is murdered.  She is dragged aboard a slave ship, sent to the Carolinas, and purchased by a plantation owner as a birthday present for his son.  Now all she dreams about is escape.

Fleischman, Paul.  Path of the Pale Horse.  (1983)  147 pp.

Lep, an apprentice to a doctor, helps his master take care of yellow fever victims in Philadelphia during the epidemic of 1793.

Fleischman, Sid.  Chancy and the Grand Rascal.  (1997)  182 pp.

Skinny Chancy and his newly found friend, the great rascal, enjoy humorous escapades as they travel by their wits up and across the Midwest in search of Chancy's family.

Forbes, Esther.  Johnny Tremain.  (1973)  256 pp.

In 1775, after injuring his hand, Johnny Tremain, a silversmith's apprentice in Boston, becomes a messenger for the Sons of Liberty in the days before the American Revolution.

Fritz, Jean.  The Cabin Faced West.  (1958)  124 pp.

Ten-year-old pioneer girl Ann Hamilton misses her home in Gettysburg, but overcomes loneliness and learns to appreciate the importance of her role in settling the wilderness of western Pennsylvania.

Hansen, Joyce.  The Captive.  (1994)  195 pp.

When Kofi's father, an Ashanti chief, is killed, Kofi is sold as a slave and ends up in Massachusetts, where his fate is in the hands of Paul Cuffe, an African American shipbuilder who works to return slaves to their homeland in Africa.

Hughes, Pat.  Five 4ths of July.  (2011)  278 pp.

A cocky teen in 1770s Connecticut, Jake is sure of the Patriot cause. Then the war comes and interrupts his easy assumptions.

Lasky, Kathryn.  The Journal of Louis Pelletier:  the Lewis and Clark Expedition.  (2000)  171 pp.

A fictional journal kept by twelve-year-old Augustus Pelletier, the youngest member of Lewis and Clark's Corps of Discovery.

Molloy, Michael.  Peter Raven Under Fire.  (2005)  502 pp.

Thirteen-year-old midshipman Peter Raven teams up with British spy Commodore Beaumont to save the fledgling United States from Napoleon and pirate king Count Vallon, and to rescue the beautiful Lucy Cosgrove, kidnapped by Vallon.

Myers, Anna.  The Keeping Room.  (1997)  135 pp.

Left in charge of the family by his father who joins the Revolutionary War effort, thirteen-year-old Joey undergoes such great changes that he fears he may be betraying his beloved parent.

O'Dell, Scott.  Sarah Bishop.  (1980)  184 pp.

Left alone after the deaths of her father and brother who take opposite sides in the War for Independence, and fleeing from the British who seek to arrest her, Sarah Bishop struggles to shape a new life for herself in the wilderness.

Paulsen, Gary.  The Rifle.  (1995)  105 pp.

A priceless, handcrafted rifle, fired throughout the American Revolution, is passed down through the years until it fires on a fateful Christmas Eve of 1994.

Paulsen, Gary.  Woods Runner.  (2010)  164 pp.

From his 1776 Pennsylvania homestead, 13-year-old Samuel, already a highly-skilled woodsman, sets out for New York City to rescue his parents from the band of British soldiers and Indians who kidnapped them after slaughtering most of their community.

Rinaldi, Ann.  Cast Two Shadows:  The American Revolution in the South.  (1998)  281 pp.

In South Carolina in 1780, fourteen-year-old Caroline sees the Revolutionary War take a terrible toll among her family and friends and comes to understand the true nature of war.

Rinaldi, Ann.  Finishing Becca:  A Story About Peggy Shippen and Benedict Arnold.  (2004)  362 pp.

In 1778 fourteen-year-old Becca takes a position as personal maid to Peggy Shippen, the daughter of wealthy Philadelphia Quakers, and witnesses the events that lead to General Benedict Arnold's betrayal of the revolutionary American forces.

Rinaldi, Ann.  Hang a Thousand Trees with Ribbons.  (1996)  336 pp.

A fictional biography of Phillis Wheatley, the 18th-century African woman who was brought to New England as a child to be a slave, published her first poem as a teenager, and gained renown throughout the colonies as an important black American poet.

Rinaldi, Ann.  The Second Bend in the River.  (1997)  279 pp.

In 1798, Rebecca, a young settler in the Ohio territory, meets the Shawnee called Tecumseh and later develops a deep friendship with him.

Robinet, Harriette.  Washington City is Burning.  (1996)  149 pp.

In 1814 Virginia, a slave in President Madison's White House, experiences the burning of Washington by the invading British army.

Expansion, Reform, and the Gold Rush
Avi.  Hard Gold : the Colorado Gold Rush of 1859.  (2008)  229 pp.

Determined to find his 19-year-old uncle Jesse, who left for Colorado to find enough gold to pay the mortgage and save the family's Iowa farm, t12-year-old Early Whittcomb joins a wagon train heading for the gold fields near Pike's Peak in 1858.

Baker, Betty.  And One Was a Wooden Indian.  (1970)  170 pp.

Believing he is cursed by a carving in the possession of white soldiers, an injured young Apache follows the troop to retrieve the object.

Beatty, Patricia.  The Bad Bell of San Salvador.  (1973)  253 pp.

In the 1840's in California a young Comanche refuses to accept the ways of his Mexican captors but wins their acceptance and admiration when he helps to cast the church bell and uses it to warn the villagers of approaching danger. CALIFORNIA.

Blos, Joan.  A gathering of days : a New England girl's journal, 1830-32.  (1979)  144 pp.

The journal of a 14-year-old girl, kept the last year she lived on the family farm, records daily events in her small New Hampshire town, her father's remarriage, and the death of her best friend.

Blos, Joan.  Brothers of the Heart : a Story of the Old Northwest 1837-1838.  (1985)  162 pp.

Shem, age 14, spends six months in the Michigan wilderness with a dying Indian woman, who helps him not only to survive, but to mature to the point where he can return to his family and the difficulties of life as a cripple in a frontier village.

Blos, Joan.  Letters from the corrugated castle : a novel of gold rush California, 1850-1852.  (2007)  310 pp.

Letters and newspaper articles reveal life in California in the 1850s, for 13-year-old Eldora, who was raised in Massachusetts as an orphan only to meet her influential mother in San Francisco, and for Luke, who hopes to find a fortune in gold.

Bulla, Clyde Robert.  The Secret Valley.  (1949)  100 pp.

A family that moves to California to look for gold fails to find it, but instead discovers a beautiful valley in which to build a farm. CALIFORNIA.

Cadnum, Michael.  Blood Gold.  (2004)  210 pp.

After an arduous journey, Will Dwinelle and his friend Ben finally reach California in 1849 intending to bring home the man who betrayed the honor of a girl back home in Philadelphia, but find themselves tempted by the riches of the Gold Rush.

Clifford, Eth.  The Year of the Three-Legged Dear.  (1972)  164 pp.

Describes a year in the life of a white man and his Indian family on the Indiana frontier.

Curtis, Christopher.  Elijah of Buxton.  (2007)  341 pp.

In 1859, 11-year-old Elijah, the first free-born child in Buxton, Canada, a haven for slaves fleeing the American south, uses his wits and skills to bring justice to the lying preacher who stole money that was to be used to buy a family's freedom.

Cushman, Karen.  The Ballad of Lucy Whipple.  (1996)  195 pp.

In 1849, twelve-year-old California Morning Whipple, who renames herself Lucy, is distraught when her mother moves the family from Massachusetts to a rough California mining town. CALIFORNIA.

De Angeli, Marguerite.  Up the Hill.  (1942)  88 pp.

A Polish American family lives in a Pennsylvania mining town and keeps the ways of the old country.

DeFelice, Cynthia C.  The Apprenticeship of Lucas Whitaker.  (1996)  151 pp.

After his family dies of consumption in 1849, twelve-year-old Lucas becomes a doctor's apprentice.

DeFelice, Cynthia C.  Weasel.  (1990)  119 pp.

Alone in the frontier wilderness in the winter of 1839 while his father is recovering from an injury, eleven-year-old Nathan runs afoul of the renegade killer known as Weasel and makes a surprising discovery about the concept of revenge

Duey, Kathleen.  Death Valley, California, 1849 : Survival! Series.  (1998)  168 pp.

A brother and sister struggle to survive the rigors of Death Valley after their wagon breaks an axle and they set out alone to find help for their stranded family and injured father.

Erdrich, Louise.  The Birchbark House.  (1999)  239 pp.

Omakayas, a 7-year-old Native American girl of the Ojibwa tribe, lives through the joys of summer and the perils of winter on an island in Lake Superior in 1847.

Erdrich, Louise.  The Game of Silence.  (2005)  256 pp.

Nine-year-old Omakayas, of the Ojibwa tribe, moves west with her family in 1849.

Erdrich, Louise.  The Porcupine Year.  (2008)  193 pp.

In 1852, forced by the United States government to leave their beloved Island of the Golden Breasted Woodpecker, fourteen-year-old Omokayas and her Ojibwe family travel in search of a new home.

Fleischman, Sid.  Bandit's Moon.  (1998)  136 pp.

Twelve-year-old Annyrose relates her adventures with Joaquin Murieta and his band of outlaws in the California gold-mining region during the mid-1800s. CALIFORNIA.

Fleischman, Sid.  By the Great Horn Spoon!.  (1963)  193 pp.

In this moving tale of love and adventure, Jack's aunt is forced to sell her beloved mansion to meet her debts. She is still unable to raise enough money to pay her creditors, and Jack goes to California in search of gold in order to help her. CALIFORNIA.

Fleischman, Sid.  The Giant Rat of Sumatra : or Pirates Galore.  (2005)  194 pp.

A cabin boy on a pirate ship finds himself in San Diego in 1846 as war breaks out between the United States and Mexico. CALIFORNIA.

Fox, Paula.  Slave Dancer.  (1973)  176 pp.

Kidnapped by the crew of an Africa-bound ship, a thirteen-year-old boy discovers to his horror that he is on a slaver and his job is to play music for the exercise periods of the human cargo.

Garland, Sherry.  Valley of The Moon : The Diary of Maria Rosalia De Milagros (Dear America series).  (2001)  217 pp.

The fictional diary of 12-year-old Maria Rosalia, servant to a wealthy Spanish family that took her in when her Indian mother died, explains ranchero life in Alta California, particularly in the Sonoma Valley during 1846-1850.

Gregory, Kristiana.  Seeds of hope : the gold rush diary of Susanna Fairchild : California Territory, 1849;Dear America series.  (2001)  182 pp.

A fictional diary of 14-year-old Susanna Fairchild's life in 1849, when her father succumbs to gold fever on the way to establish his medical practice in Oregon after losing his wife and money on their steamship journey from New York.

Hamilton, Virginia.  The Magical Adventures of Pretty Pearl.  (1983)  311 pp.

Pretty Pearl, a spirited young African god child eager to show off her powers, travels to the New World where, disguised as a human, she lives among a band of free blacks who have created their own separate world deep inside a vast forest.

Hansen, Joyce.  Which Way Freedom?.  (1986)  120 pp.

Obi had never forgotten the sounds of his mother's screams on the day he was sold away from her. Making plans to run away to find her was a secret game he played with friend Buka, an old African who lived at the edge of the farm.

Holm, Jennifer L.  Boston Jane : An Adventure.  (2001)  243 pp.

In 1854, Miss Jane Peck of Philadelphia finds little use for etiquette lessons or manners during her long sea voyage to the Pacific Northwest and while living among the American traders and Chinook Indians of Washington Territory.

Holm, Jennifer L.  Boston Jane : The Claim.  (2004)  230 pp.

The arrival of spiteful Sally Biddle and the return of her corrupt ex-fiance spell trouble for 17-year-old Miss Jane Peck, surviving on her own in the Washington Territory of the 1850s. Sequel to: Boston Jane : wilderness days.

Holm, Jennifer L.  Boston Jane : Wilderness Days.  (2002)  242 pp.

Far from her native Philadelphia, Miss Jane Peck continues to prove that she's more than an etiquette-schooled graduate as she braves the untamed wilderness of Washington Territory in the mid 1850s. Sequel to: Boston Jane : an adventure.

Holt, Kimberly Willis.  The Water Seeker.  (2010)  320 pp.

Traces the hard life, filled with losses, adversity, and adventure, of Amos, son of a trapper and dowser, from 1833 when his mother dies giving birth to him until 1859, when he himself has grown up and has a son of his own.

Ketchum, Liza.  Newsgirl.  (2009)  327 pp.

Spirited Amelia arrives in San Francisco in 1851 with her mother and her mother’s best friend, and gets a job as a newsboy after cutting her hair, but an exciting accident with a hot-air balloon gives her the material for her first news story.

Lasky, Kathryn.  True North.  (1996)  267 pp.

Two girls risk their lives on the Underground Railroad and must keep on the right course--true north.

Laurgaard, Rachel K..  Patty Reed's doll : the story of the Donner party.  (1961)  143 pp.

A wooden doll recalls the hope with which a group of pioneers begins their journey and the frightening ordeals they face as they travel in the heavy snow, from Springfield, Illinois, to California, through the Sierra Nevada Mountains in 1846.

Leland, Dorothy Kupcha..  The balloon boy of San Francisco.  (2005)  121 pp.

In 1853, a San Francisco newspaper boy is struggling to support his family, when an encounter with a hot-air balloon brings adventure and opportunity.

MacLachlan, Patricia.  Caleb's Story.  (2001)  116 pp.

The stranger lurking on the Witting family's prairie farm turns out to be their long-lost grandfather, whose presence plus prodding from Sarah forces Jacob to deal with his past.

Meltzer, Milton.  Underground Man.  (1990)  220 pp.

A courageous white teenage logger on the Ohio River, discovers his life's true mission as an abolitionist after his first encounter with a runaway slave, becomes an agent of the Underground Railroad, and aids slaves escaping from Kentucky in pre-Civil War

O'Dell, Scott.  Carlota.  (1977)  153 pp.

A young girl relates her feelings and experiences as a participant in the battle of San Pasqual during the last days of the war between the Californians and Americans. CALIFORNIA.

O'Dell, Scott.  Island of the Blue Dolphins.  (1960)  184 pp.

Left alone on a beautiful but isolated island off the coast of California, a young Indian girl spends eighteen years, not only surviving through her enormous courage and self-reliance, but also finding a measure of happiness in her solitary life.

O'Dell, Scott.  Zia.  (1976)  179 pp.

A young Indian girl, Zia, caught between the traditional world of her mother and the present world of the Mission, is helped by her aunt Karana whose story was told in the Island of the Blue Dolphins.

Paterson, Katherine.  Jip:  His Story.  (1996)  181 pp.

While living on a Vermont poor farm during 1855 and 1856, Jip learns his identity and that of his mother and comes to understand how he arrived at this place.

Paterson, Katherine.  Lyddie.  (1991)  182 pp.

Impoverished Vermont farm girl Lyddie Worthen is determined to gain her independence by becoming a factory worker in Lowell, Massachusetts, in the 1840s.

Paulsen, Gary.  Mr. Tucket.  (1994)  166 pp.

In 1848, while on a wagon train headed for Oregon, fourteen-year-old Francis Tucket is kidnapped by Pawnee Indians and then falls in with a one-armed trapper who teaches him how to live in the wild. This the first in a series about Francis Tucket.

Paulsen, Gary.  The Winter Room.  (1989)  103 pp.

A young boy growing up on a northern Minnesota farm describes the scenes around him and recounts his old Norwegian uncle's tales of an almost mythological logging past.

Pellowski, Anne.  Betsy's Up and Down Year.  (1983)  160 pp.

The further adventures of Betsy on her family's Wisconsin farm including her struggles with sibling rivalry, an encounter with a rattlesnake, a birthday party, and coping with the death of her grandfather.

Philbrick, W. R. (W. Rodman).  The journal of Douglas Allen Deeds : the Donner Party expedition. My Name is America series.  (2001)  155 pp.

Douglas Deeds, a 15-year-old orphan, keeps a journal of his travels by wagon train as a member of the ill-fated Donner Party, which became stranded in the Sierra Nevada mountains in the winter of 1846-47.

Preus, Margi.  Heart of a samurai : based on the true story of Nakahama Manjiro.  (2010)  301 pp.

In 1841, rescued by an American whaler after a shipwreck, 14-year-old Manjiro, who dreams of becoming a samurai, learns new laws and customs as he becomes the first Japanese person to set foot in the United States.

Purdy, Carol.  Nesuya's basket.  (1997)  110 pp.

In the early 1800s, motherless 14-year-old Nesuya lives with her father, grandfather, younger brother and uncle's family in a Maidu Indian village in Northern California, weaving traditional baskets, and preparing for adulthood.

Rinaldi, Ann.  The Education of Mary:  A Little Miss of Color, 1832.  (2000)  254 pp.

In 1832, Prudence Crandall begins admitting black girls to her exclusive Connecticut school, scandalizing white society and eventually causing her arrest and the closing of her school.

Rinaldi, Ann.  Wolf by the Ears.  (1991)  252 pp.

Harriet Hemings, rumored to be the daughter of Thomas Jefferson and Sally Hemings, one of his black slaves, struggles with the problems facing her--to escape from the velvet cage that is Monticello, or to stay, and thus remain a slave.

Robinet, Harriette.  The Twins, the Pirates, and the Battle of New Orleans.  (1997)  138 pp.

Twelve-year-old African American twins attempt to escape in the face of pirates, an American army, and the British forces during the Battle of New Orleans in 1815.

Robinet, Harriette.  Twelve travelers, twenty horses.  (2003)  192 pp.

On the way to California with their new master in 1860, 13-year-old Jacob, his mother, and other slaves are caught up in adventures that include stopping the master’s treasonous plot to steal gold to help the South secede from the Union.

VanLeeuwen, Jean.  Bound for Oregon.  (1994)  167 pp.

A fictionalized account of the journey made by nine-year-old Mary Ellen Todd and her family from their home in Arkansas westward over the Oregon Trail in 1852.

Yep, Laurence.  The journal of Wong Ming-Chung : a Chinese miner.  (200)  219 pp.

My Name is America series; A young Chinese boy nicknamed Runt records his experiences in a journal as he travels from southern China to California in 1852 to join his uncle during the Gold Rush.

Civil War & Reconstruction
Armstrong, William H..  Sounder.  (1969)  116 pp.

Angry and humiliated when his sharecropper father is jailed for stealing food for his family, a young black boy grows in courage and understanding by learning to read and through his relationship with his devoted dog Sounder.

Armstrong, William H..  Sour Land.  (1971)  116 pp.

For Anson Stone and his three motherless children, the quiet black man who enters their lives as teacher and friend fills a lonely void but also brings home a tragic reality.

Avi.  Iron Thunder:  the Battle Between the Monitor and the Merrimac: a Civil War Novel.  (2007)  203 pp.

Tom's job as an assistant to Captain John Ericsson, the inventor of the Monitor, makes him a target of Confederate spies.

Avi.  The Seer of Shadows.  (2008)  202 pp.

In New York City in 1872, 14-year-old Horace, a photographer's apprentice, is entangled in a plot to create fraudulent spirit photographs, but when Horace accidentally frees the real ghost of a vengeful dead girl, his life takes a frightening turn.

Beatty, Patricia.  Bonanza Girl.  (1962)  210 pp.

A widow and her two children head for gold rush territory in Idaho in the 1860s, hoping to find jobs and a new life.

Beatty, Patricia.  By Crumbs, It's Mine!.  (1976)  254 pp.

While stranded in the Arizona territory in the 1880s a 13-year-old girl finds herself the owner of a traveling hotel.

Beatty, Patricia.  Eben Tyne, Powdermonkey.  (1990)  227 pp.

A thirteen-year-old powdermonkey in the Confederate navy joins the crew of the ironclad Merrimack in a mission to break the Union blockade of Norfolk harbor.

Beatty, Patricia.  I Want My Sunday, Stranger.  (1977)  254 pp.

A thirteen-year-old Mormon boy from California makes his way east, searching for his horse which was stolen for use by the Confederates in the Civil War.

Beatty, Patricia.  Jayhawker.  (1991)  214 pp.

In the early years of the Civil War, teenage Kansan farm boy Lije Tulley becomes a Jayhawker, an abolitionist raider freeing slaves from the neighboring state of Missouri, and then goes undercover there as a spy.

Beatty, Patricia.  Something to Shout About.  (1976)  254 pp.

The women of a Montana mining town disrupt life when they try to raise money for a new school.

Beatty, Patricia.  That's One Ornery Orphan.  (1980)  222 pp.

After the casual adoption practices in 19th-century Texas result in three unsuccessful placements for a 13-year-old girl, she is finally forced to face the placement she has tried so hard to avoid.

Beatty, Patricia.  The Lady from Black Hawk.  (1967)  189 pp.

Three motherless children who decide to find a new wife for their father, a banker in the boomtown mining center of Idaho, select a promising candidate whose son is an outlaw.

Beatty, Patricia.  Turn Homeward, Hannalee.  (1984)  193 pp.

Twelve-year-old Hannalee Reed, forced to relocate in Indiana along with other Georgia millworkers during the Civil War, leaves her mother with a promise to return home as soon as the war ends.

Beatty, Patricia.  Who Comes with Cannons.  (1992)  186 pp.

In 1861 twelve-year-old Truth, a Quaker girl from Indiana, is staying with relatives who run a North Carolina station of the Underground Railroad, when her world is changed by the beginning of the Civil War.

Brink, Carol Ryrie.  Caddie Woodlawn.  (1935)  276 pp.

Set in the 1860s, it is about a lively eleven-year-old tomboy named Caroline Augusta Woodlawn, nicknamed "Caddie", living in the area of Dunnville, Wisconsin in the United States, and her experiences with the nearby Indians.

Bruchac, Joseph.  Geronimo.  (2006)  360 pp.

While imprisoned in an Oklahoma jail, the Native American hero Geronimo meets a young Apache man who tells him of his own struggles for freedom, in a tale about Geronimo's incredible life and his last memorable days on Earth.

Bruchac, Joseph.  March Toward the Thunder.  (2008)  298 pp.

Louis Nollette, a 15-year-old Abenaki Indian, joins the Irish Brigade in 1864 to fight for the Union in the Civil War. Based on the author's great-grandfather.

Bulla, Clyde Robert.  Down the Mississippi.  (1954)  113 pp.

A Minnesota farm boy gets a much desired opportunity to go down the Mississippi on a raft as the cook's helper. Instead of curing him of his wish to work on the river, as his parents had hoped, it only strengthens his hope to become a riverman.

Calvert, Patricia.  Betrayed!.  (2002)  212 pp.

In 1867, after his father's death and his mother's remarriage, fourteen-year-old Tyler and his black friend Isaac set out on the Missouri River headed west to seek their fortunes, encountering an unsavory keel boat captain and a Sioux chief along the way.

Climo, Shirley.  T.J.'s Ghost.  (1989)  151 pp.

While staying with eccentric relatives on the foggy California coast, T.J. gets involved in an adventure helping the ghost of a nineteenth-century stowaway find a ring that will free him. Based on an actual shipwreck in Santa Cruz, 1866.

Collier, James.  Outside Looking In.  (1987)  179 pp.

Ashamed of his parents' way of life traveling around the country peddling honey for medicinal purposes and stealing, Fergy takes his young sister and runs away to find his mother's wealthy parents and a better way to live.

Collier, James.  With Every Drop of Blood.  (1994)  235 pp.

While trying to transport food to Richmond, Virginia, during the Civil War, fourteen-year-old Johnny is captured by a black Union soldier.

Conrad, Pam.  My Daniel.  (1989)  137 pp.

Ellie and Stevie learn about a family legacy when their grandmother tells them stories of her brother's historical quest for dinosaur bones on their Nebraska farm.

Conrad, Pam.  Prairie Songs.  (1985)  167 pp.

Louisa's life in a loving pioneer family on the Nebraska prairie is altered by the arrival of a new doctor and his beautiful, tragically frail wife.

Cooney, Caroline B..  Prisoner of Time.  (1998)  200 pp.

Attempting to break free from the oppression of women in the nineteenth century, sixteen-year-old Devonny steps through time hoping to find the power to change her fate.

Cummings, Betty Sue.  Hew Against the Grain.  (1997)  174 pp.

A young girl whose home is on the Virginia-West Virginia border loses her will to live after she becomes a victim of the cruelties of the Civil War.

DeFelice, Cynthia C..  Bringing Ezra Back.  (2006)  147 pp.

In the mid-1800s, twelve-year-old Nathan journeys from his farm on the Ohio frontier to Western Pennsylvania to rescue a friend held captive by the owners of a freak show.

Donahue, John.  An Island Far from Home.  (1995)  179 pp.

The twelve-year-old son of a Union army doctor killed during the fighting in Fredericksburg comes to understand the meaning of war and the fine line between friends and enemies when he begins corresponding with a young Confederate prisoner of war.

Fleischman, Paul.  Bull Run.  (1999)  104 pp.

Northerners, Southerners, generals, couriers, dreaming boys, and worried sisters describe the glory, the horror, the thrill, and the disillusionment of the first battle of the Civil War.

Fleischman, Paul.  The Borning Room.  (1991)  101 pp.

Lying at the end of her life in the room where she was born in 1851, Georgina remembers what it was like to grow up on the Ohio frontier.

Fleischman, Sid.  Jim Ugly.  (1992)  130 pp.

The adventures of twelve-year-old Jake and Jim Ugly, his father's part-mongrel, part-wolf dog, as they travel through the Old West trying to find out what really happened to Jake's actor father.

Fleischman, Sid.  Mr. Mysterious and Company.  (1962)  151 pp.

Follow the adventures and high comedy of this family of magicians traveling in a show wagon through the Old West.

Hahn, Mary Downing.  Hear the Wind Blow.  (2003)  212 pp.

With their mother dead and their home burned, a thirteen-year-old boy and his little sister set out across Virginia in search of relatives during the final days of the Civil War.

Hansen, Joyce.  I Thought My Soul Would Rise and Fly:  The Diary of Patsy, a Freed Girl.  (1997)  202 pp.

Twelve-year-old Patsy keeps a diary of the ripe but confusing time following the end of the Civil War and the granting of freedom to former slaves.

Hansen, Joyce.  Out from This Place.  (1988)  135 pp.

A fourteen-year-old black girl tries to find a fellow ex-slave, who had joined the Union army during the Civil War, during the confusing times after the emancipation of the slaves.

Hansen, Joyce.  The Heart Calls Home.  (1999)  175 pp.

After the Civil War, former slave Obi Booker tries to make a new life on a South Carolina island while waiting to be joined by his beloved Easter, who is studying in the North.

Krensky, Stephen.  The Iron Dragon Never Sleeps.  (1994)  90 pp.

In 1867, while staying with her father in a small California mining town, ten-year-old Winnie meets a Chinese boy close to her age and discovers the role of his people in completing the transcontinental railroad.

LaFaye, A.  Stella Stands Alone.  (2008)  243 pp.

Fourteen-year-old Stella, orphaned after the Civil War, fights to keep her family's plantation and fulfill her father's desire to turn land over to the people who have worked on it for generations, but first she must find his hidden deed and will.

LaFaye, A.  Worth.  (2004)  244 pp.

After breaking his leg, eleven-year-old Nate feels useless because he cannot work on the family farm in nineteenth-century Nebraska, so when his father brings home an orphan boy to help with the chores, Nate feels even worse.

Lasky, Kathryn.  An American Spring:  Sofia's Immigrant Diary.  (2004)  112 pp.

Sofia continues to chronicle life in her new home, the North End of Boston, as her best friend Maureen comes to live with her, and her parents open their own store.

Lawrence, Caroline.  The case of the deadly desperados.  (2012)  279 pp.

In 1862 Nevada Territory, after finding his foster parents murdered and scalped, twelve-year-old Pinky Pinkerton, son of a railroad detective and a Sioux Indian, inherits a valuable deed and must hide from dangerous Whittlin Walt and his gang of desperados.

Levitin, Sonia.  Clem's Chances.  (2001)  199 pp.

Fabulous adventure, colorful characters, religious controversy, and tall tales enliven the railway journey from Missouri to California for 14-year-old Clem Fontayne, searching for his father in San Francisco in 1860.

McClain, Margaret.  Bellboy : a mule train journey.  (1990)  152 pp.

Describes the life of a bellboy, the rider on the lead mule of a mule train, in Northern California during the 1870's, when all supplies were moved on pack trains before there were any roads.

McMullan, Margaret.  How I Found the Strong.  (2004)  136 pp.

Frank Russell, known as Shanks, wishes he could have gone with his father and brother to fight for Mississippi and the Confederacy, but his experiences with the war and his changing relationship with the family slave, Buck, change his thinking.

Myers, Walter Dean.  Riot.  (2009)  164 pp.

In 1863, fifteen-year-old Claire, the daughter of an Irish mother and a black father, faces ugly truths and great danger when Irish immigrants, enraged by the Civil War and a federal draft, lash out against blacks and wealthy "swells" of New York City.

Myers, Walter Dean.  The Journal of Joshua Loper:  A Black Cowboy.  (1999)  158 pp.

In 1871 Joshua Loper, a sixteen-year-old black cowboy, records in his journal his experiences while making his first cattle drive under an unsympathetic trail boss.

Nixon, Joan Lowery.  Aggie's Home.  (1998)  116 pp.

A clumsy and unattractive twelve-year-old, Aggie is sure no one will want to adopt her when she rides the orphan train out west, but when she meets the eccentric Bradon family she begins to have some hope.

Nixon, Joan Lowery.  Caesar's Story, 1759.  (2000)  165 pp.

After having been a slave on Carter's Grove plantation near Williamsburg, Virginia, since childhood, Caesar finally finds a way to plan his own future.

Nixon, Joan Lowery.  Circle of Love.  (1997)  167 pp.

Nineteen-year-old Frances Mary Kelly, herself an orphan train rider six years before, returns to New York and agrees to escort a group of orphans west to find new homes.

Nixon, Joan Lowery.  Lucy's Wish.  (1998)  116 pp.

Ten-year-old Lucy, an orphan who wants a little sister more than anything, finds a very special one in the less than perfect family which she joins.

O'Dell, Scott.  Sing Down the Moon.  (1970)  137 pp.

A young Navajo girl recounts the events of 1864 when her tribe was forced to march to Fort Sumner as prisoners of the white soldiers.

Paulsen, Gary.  Legend of Bass Reeves:  Being the True and Fictional Account of the Most Valiant Marshall in the West.  (2006)  137 pp.

Recreates the mythology of U.S. Marshal Bass Reeves, a black man born into slavery who became the most successful lawman of the Wild West, bringing hundreds of fugitives to justice with such courage and honor that he became a legend.

Paulsen, Gary.  Sarny:  A Life Remembered.  (1997)  180 pp.

Continues the adventures of Sarny, the slave girl Nightjohn taught to read, through the aftermath of the Civil War during which time she taught other Blacks and lived a full life until age ninety-four.

Paulsen, Gary.  Soldier's Heart:  A Novel of the Civil War.  (1998)  106 pp.

Eager to enlist, fifteen-year-old Charley has a change of heart after experiencing both the physical horrors and mental anguish of Civil War combat.

Pellowski, Anna.  First Farm in the Valley:  Anna's Story.  (1982)  189 pp.

Anna, the American-born daughter of Polish immigrants, longs to escape the rigors of Wisconsin farm life to visit the romanticized Poland of her dreams.

Reeder, Carolyn.  Across the Lines.  (1997)  220 pp.

Edward, the son of a white plantation owner, and his black house servant and friend Simon witness the siege of Petersburg during the Civil War.

Reeder, Carolyn.  Shades of Gray.  (1989)  152 pp.

At the end of the Civil War, twelve-year-old Will, having lost all his immediate family, reluctantly leaves his city home to live in the Virginia countryside with his aunt and the uncle he considers a "traitor" because he refused to take part in the war.

Rinaldi, Ann.  An Acquaintance with Darkness.  (1997)  294 pp.

When her mother dies and her best friend's family is implicated in the assassination of President Lincoln, fourteen-year-old Emily Pigbush must go live with an uncle she suspects of being involved in stealing bodies for medical research.

Rinaldi, Ann.  Mine Eyes Have Seen.  (1997)  273 pp.

In the summer of 1859, fifteen-year-old Annie travels to the Maryland farm where her father, John Brown, is secretly assembling his provisional army prior to their raid on the United States arsenal at nearby Harpers Ferry.

Rinaldi, Ann.  Numbering All the Bones.  (2002)  170 pp.

Thirteen-year-old Eulinda, a house slave on a Georgia plantation in 1864, turns to Clara Barton, later founder of the American Red Cross, for help in finding her brother Neddy who ran away to join the Northern war effort.

Rinaldi, Ann.  The Last Silk Dress.  (1988)  350 pp.

High-spirited, beautiful Susan Chilmark, age fourteen, vows to support the Confederacy during the Civil War. She and her best friend Connie collect silk dresses from all the ladies of Richmond, until she discovers  mysterious family secrets.

Robinet, Harriette.  Forty Acres and Maybe a Mule.  (1998)  132 pp.

Born with a withered leg and hand, Pascal, who is about twelve years old, joins other former slaves in a search for a farm and the freedom which it promises.

Ryan, Pam Muñoz. Riding freedom.  (1998)  138 pp.

A fictionalized account of Charley (Charlotte) Parkhurst who ran away from an orphanage, posed as a boy, moved to California, drove a stagecoach with dexterity and courage, and fooled everyone by her appearance right up until her death.

Taylor, Mildred.  The Land.  (2001)  375 pp.

After the Civil War, Paul, the son of a white father and a black mother, finds himself caught between the two worlds of colored folks and white folks as he pursues his dream of owning land of his own.

Taylor, Sydney.  Ella of All-of-a-Kind Familly.  (1988)  133 pp.

When Jules comes to see her after his return from the war, Ella finds it difficult to have some time alone with him.

Turner, Ann Warren.  Grasshopper Summer.  (1989)  166 pp.

In 1874, eleven-year-old Sam and his family move from Kentucky to the southern Dakota Territory, where harsh conditions and a plague of hungry grasshoppers threaten their chances for survival.

Wells, Rosemary.  Red Moon at Sharpsburg.  (2007)  236 pp.

As the Civil War breaks out, India, a young Southern girl, summons her sharp intelligence and the courage she didn't know she had to survive the war that threatens to destroy her family, her Virginia home, and the only life she has ever known.

Wilder, Laura Ingalls.  Little House.  (1932)  335 pp.

A family travels from the big woods of Wisconsin to a new home on the prairie, where they build a house, meet neighboring Indians, build a well, and fight a prairie fire.

Wilson, Diane L..  Black storm comin'.  (2005)  295 pp.

Colton, 12-year-old son of a black mother and a white father, after his father abandons the family on their California-bound wagon train, takes a job with the Pony Express in 1860 and risks his life to support his family on the eve of the Civil War.

Yep, Laurence.  Dragon's Gate.  (1993)  273 pp.

When he accidentally kills a Manchu, a 15-year-old Chinese boy is sent to America to join his father and  other Chinese workers building a tunnel for the transcontinental railroad through the Sierra Nevada mountains in 1867. Sequel to Mountain Light.

Industrialization, Progressive Era, & World War One (WWI)
Baker, Betty.  The Spirit is Willing.  (1974)  135 pp.

In an Arizona silver mining town in the 1880s, an encounter with "spiritism" gives a fourteen-year-old a new understanding of people.

Beatty, Patricia.  A Long Way to Whiskey Creek.  (1971)  224 pp.

In 1879 a thirteen-year-old boy, his friend, and his dog journey four hundred miles across Texas to bring back the body of an older brother for burial in the family graveyard.

Beatty, Patricia.  Eight Mules from Monterey.  (1982)  192 pp.

During the summer of 1916 thirteen-year-old Fayette and her brother accompany their widowed mother on a mule trip into the California mountains, where she is to establish library outposts in isolated communities.

Beatty, Patricia.  Hail Columbia.  (1970)  251 pp.

Thirteen-year-old Louisa recounts how the visit of her suffragette aunt changed the lives of her family and the whole town.

Beatty, Patricia.  How Many Miles to Sundown?.  (1974)  222 pp.

In 1881 a tomboy, her younger brother, and her pet longhorn accompany a fifteen-year-old boy searching for his father through Texas and the New Mexico and Arizona territories.

Beatty, Patricia.  O, the Red Rose Tree.  (1972)  222 pp.

In 1893 four girls befriend an old lady and try to find seven shades of red for the special quilt she wants to make.

Beatty, Patricia.  Red Rock Over the River.  (1973)  253 pp.

When a new girl arrives at Fort Yuma, Arizona, in 1881, thirteen-year-old Dorcas finds herself involved in the escape of an outlaw from the prison across the river.

Beatty, Patricia.  The Nickel-Plated Beauty.  (1964)  255 pp.

In the Washington Territory of 1886, the seven resourceful Kimball children devote themselves to earning enough money to buy their mother a new stove for Christmas.

Beatty, Patricia.  The Queen's Own Grove.  (1966)  221 pp.

In the late 19th century, the Bromfield-Browns move from England to Riverside, California, for their father's health, and must mend the rift with a black sheep relative of theirs who also lives there, and protect their orange grove from frost.

Bond, Victoria & Simon, T. R.  Zora and Me.  (2010)  192 pp.

Told in the immediate first-person voice of 10-year-old Carrie, Zora Neale Hurston's best childhood friend, each chapter in Bond and Simon's story evokes the famous African American writer's early years in turn-of-the-last-century Florida.

Brink, Carol Ryrie.  Louly.  (1974)  198 pp.

In 1908 in Idaho fifteen-year-old Louly, left in charge during her parent's absence, has an adventurous summer with her brother, sister, and her two girlfriends.

Bruchac, Joseph.  Bearwalker.  (2007)  208 pp.

The littlest student in his class, 13-year-old Baron Braun calls upon the strength of his Mohawk ancestors to face both man and beast when he helps his classmates who are being terrorized during a school field trip in the Adirondacks.

Collier, James.  The Empty Mirror.  (2004)  192 pp.

Thirteen-year-old Nick, whose parents died in the 1918 flu epidemic, must find out why his mirror-image is causing mischief around their New England town and making sure Nick gets the blame.

Collier, James.  The Winchesters.  (1988)  169 pp.

Fourteen-year-old Chris, a poor relation of the wealthy Winchesters, must chose whether to be on the side of management or labor when his classmates' parents go on strike at the Winchester mill in response to a wage cut.

Cooney, Caroline B..  Both Sides of Time.  (1995)  210 pp.

The summer after senior year, Annie, wishing she could have lived a hundred years ago in a more romantic time, finds herself in the 1890s and it is indeed romantic--and very painful.

Cormier, Robert.  Other Bells for Us to Ring.  (1990)  136 pp.

When her father is transferred to an army camp in Massachusetts during the Second World War, Darcy feels isolated in her French-Canadian neighborhood until she meets the vivacious Kathleen Mary O'Hara and learns about Catholicism.

Cushman, Karen.  Rodzina.  (2003)  215 pp.

Spunky heroine, 12-year-old Rodzina, a Polish immigrant, finds herself on an unforgettable journey to California aboard an orphan train from Chicago in 1881, to be a right hand for the very proper Miss Doctor.

Dalgliesh, Alice.  Along Janet's Road.  (1946)  208 pp.

A girl born in Trinidad and schooled in England becomes an American. Based on the author's life.  Sequel to The Silver Pencil.

Dalgliesh, Alice.  The Silver Pencil.  (1944)  235 pp.

Janet's father gives her a silver pencil "for her stories," and she begins to write about the lush island of Trinidad and her family's "House on the Hill." Then Mr. Laidlaw's tragic death forces Janet to attend school in England, and later, America.

De Angeli, Marguerite.  Bright April.  (1946)  96 pp.

An African-American child encounters racial prejudice in the Germantown section of Philadelphia.

DeFelice, Cynthia C.  Lostman's River.  (1994)  160 pp.

In the early 1900s, thirteen-year-old Tyler encounters vicious hunters whose actions threaten to destroy the Everglades ecosystem, and as a result joins the battle to protect that fragile environment.

Duey, Kathleen.  Earthquake, San Francisco, 1906. Survival! Series.  (1998)  174 pp.

A self-reliant orphan working as a delivery boy and a Chinese immigrant running away from an arranged marriage meet on the day of the 1906 San Francisco earthquake, and together struggle to survive crumbling buildings, fire, looting, and chaos.

Edwardson, Debbie Dahl.  Blessing's Bead.  (2009)  178 pp.

In 1917, Aaluk leaves for Siberia while her sister Nutaaq remains in their Alaskan village and becomes one of the few survivors of an influenza epidemic, then in 1986, her great-granddaughter returns to the village where they were born.

Gregory, Kristiana.  Earthquake at dawn.  (1992)  192 pp.

A novelization of 22-year-old photographer Edith Irvine's experiences in the aftermath of the 1906 San Francisco Earthquake, as seen through the eyes of fifteen-year-old Daisy, a fictitious traveling companion.

Hahn, Mary Downing.  Anna All-Year Round.  (1999)  133 pp.

Eight-year-old Anna experiences a series of episodes, some that are funny, others sad, involving friends and family during a year in Baltimore just before World War I.

Hahn, Mary Downing.  The Doll in the Garden:  A Ghost Story.  (1989)  128 pp.

After Ashley and Kristi find an antique doll buried in old Miss Cooper's garden, they discover that they can enter a ghostly turn-of-the-century world by going through a hole in the hedge.

Hahn, Mary Downing.  The Gentleman Outlaw and Me -- Eli: A Story of the Old West.  (1996)  212 pp.

In 1887 twelve-year-old Eliza, disguised as a boy and traveling towards Colorado in search of her missing father, falls in with a Gentleman Outlaw and joins him in his illegal schemes.

Hahn, Mary Downing.  Time for Andrew:  A Ghost Story.  (1994)  165 pp.

When he goes to spend the summer with his great-aunt in the family's old house, eleven-year-old Drew is drawn eighty years into the past to trade places with his great-great-uncle who is dying of diptheria.

Holm, Jennifer L.  Our Only May Amelia.  (1999)  253 pp.

As the only girl in a Finnish American family of seven brothers, May Amelia Jackson resents being expected to act like a lady while growing up in Washington state in 1899.

Jocelyn, Marthe.  Mable Riley : A Reliable Record of Humdrum, Peril, and Romance.  (2004)  279 pp.

In 1901, 14-year-old Mable Riley dreams of being a writer and having adventures instead of being stuck in Perth, Ontario, helping her sister teach school and secretly becoming friends with a neighbor who holds scandalous opinions on women's rights.

Karwoski, Gail.  Quake : disaster in San Francisco, 1906.  (2003)  153 pp.

Jacob, a thirteen-year-old Jewish boy who lives in a boarding house with his father and younger sister tells the story of the 1906 San Francisco earthquake, and the rescue of his Chinese-American friend Sam.

Kelly, Jacqueline.  The Evolution of Calpurnia Tate.  (2009)  340 pp.

Growing up in Texas in 1899, Callie is expected to sew and cook.  But the natural world catches her interest and bonds her to her grandfather.  Is it too much to hope that she might become a scientist?

Lasky, Kathryn.  A Time for Courage:  the Suffragette Diary of Kathleen Bowen.  (2002)  217 pp.

A diary account of thirteen-year-old Kathleen Bowen's life in Washington, D.C. in 1917, as she juggles concerns about the national battle for women's suffrage, the war in Europe, and her own school work and family.

Lasky, Kathryn.  Dreams in the Golden Country:  The Diary of Zipporah Feldman, a Jewish Immigrant Girl.  (1998)  188 pp.

Twelve-year-old Zippy, a Jewish immigrant from Russia, keeps a diary account of the first eighteen months of her family's life on the Lower East Side of New York City in 1903-1904.

Lasky, Kathryn.  Home at Last.  (2003)  108 pp.

In 1903, ten-year-old Sofia and her family begin their life in America in Boston, where her father works in a grocery, her mother sells pasta, and she goes to school while trying to stay in touch with her old friend Maureen.

Lasky, Kathryn.  Hope in My Heart.  (2003)  106 pp.

After her family immigrates to America from Italy in 1903, ten-year-old Sofia is quarantined at the Ellis Island Immigration Station, where she makes a good friend but endures nightmarish conditions.

Leonard, Laura.  Finding Papa.  (1991)  185 pp.

In 1905 twelve-year-old Abby and her older brother and sister take the train to California to be with their father.

Lindquist, Susan Hart.  Summer Soldiers.  (1999)  178 pp.

After his father goes off to war during the summer of 1918, eleven-year-old Joe, along with his friends, contends with the town bullies and tries to figure out the meaning of courage.

Mazer, Harry.  A Boy No More.  (2004)  136 pp.

After his father is killed in the attack on Pearl Harbor, Adam, his mother, and sister are evacuated from Hawaii to California, where he must deal with his feelings about the war, Japanese internment camps, his father, and his own identity.

Napoli, Donna Jo.  Alligator Bayou.  (2009)  280 pp.

Fourteen-year-old Calogero and his Sicilian uncles and cousin live in small-town Louisiana in 1898, but Jim Crow laws and anti-immigration sentiment overcome his attempts to be polite and to follow American customs.

Napoli, Donna Jo.  The King of Mulberry St.  (2005)  245 pp.

In 1892, Dom, a nine-year old stowaway from Naples, Italy, arrives in New York and must learn to survive the perils of street life in the big city.

Nixon, Joan Lowery.  Land of Hope.  (1992)  171 pp.

Rebekah, a fifteen-year-old Jewish immigrant arriving in New York City in 1902, almost abandons her dream of getting an education when she is forced to work in a sweatshop.

Paterson, Katherine.  Bread and Roses, Too.  (2006)  275 pp.

Jake and Rosa, two children, form an unlikely friendship as they try to survive and understand the 1912 Bread and Roses strike of mill workers in Lawrence, Massachusetts.

Paterson, Katherine.  Preacher's Boy.  (1999)  168 pp.

In 1899, ten-year-old Robbie, son of a preacher in a small Vermont town, gets himself into all kinds of trouble when he decides to give up being Christian in order to make the most of his life before the end of the world.

Paulsen, Gary.  Canyons.  (1990)  184 pp.

Finding a skull on a camping trip in the canyons outside El Paso, Texas, Brennan becomes involved with the fate of a young Apache Indian who lived in the late 1800s.

Peck, Robert N.  Soup.  (1974)  96 pp.

The adventures and misadventures of two boys growing up in a small Vermont town. The first in a series.

Peck, Robert N.  Soup 1776.  (1995)  137 pp.

Rob is caught up in his friend Soup's plan to help their town of Learning, Vermont, celebrate the Fourth of July with a suitable pageant that sets the record straight about several of the town's citizens.

Peck, Robert N.  Soup on Ice.  (1985)  112 pp.

Rob and Soup engineer an incredible appearance by Santa and his sleigh in their small Vermont town.

Peck, Robert N.  Soup on Wheels.  (1981)  103 pp.

Rob and Soup vie for the prize in their town's "Vermont Mardy Grah."

Porter, Tracey.  Billy Creekmore.  (2007)  305 pp.

In 1905, ten-year-old Billy is taken from an orphanage to live with relatives. He enjoys his first taste of family life until his work in a coal mine and his involvement with a union bring trouble, and he joins a circus in hopes of finding his father.

Rinaldi, Ann.  My Heart is on the Ground:  The Diary of Nannie Little Rose, a Sioux Girl.  (1999)  205 pp.

In the diary account of her life at a government-run Pennsylvania boarding school in 1880, a twelve-year-old Sioux Indian girl reveals a great need to find a way to help her people.

Rinaldi, Ann.  The Staircase.  (2000)  230 pp.

In 1878, after her mother's death on the way West, 13-year-old Lizzy Enders is left by her father at a convent school in Sante Fe, where she must deal with being the only non-Catholic student and where she plays a part in what some consider a miracle.

Robinet, Harriette.  Missing from Haymarket Square.  (2001)  143 pp.

Three children in Chicago in 1886 experience the Haymarket Riot in response to exploitative working conditions.

Savin, Marcia.  The Moon Bridge.  (1992)  231 pp.

The friendship between San Francisco girls Mitzi Fujimoto and Ruthie Fox is changed when World War II begins and Mitzi and her family are forced to go into an internment camp. CALIFORNIA.

Snyder, Zilpha.  And Condors Danced.  (1987)  211 pp.

The year Carly turns eleven, 1907, is filled with playing detective, watching condors, observing a fierce feud involving her family's Southern California ranch, and coping with unexpected tragedies. CALIFORNIA.

Snyder, Zilpha.  Cat Running.  (1994)  168 pp.

When eleven-year-old Cat Kinsey builds a secret hideout to escape her unhappy homelife, she slowly gets to know a poor family who have come to California after losing their Texas home to the dust storms of the 1930s. CALIFORNIA.

Snyder, Zilpha.  Gib and the Gray Ghost.  (2000)  230 pp.

In 1909, after spending several months back at the Lovell House Home for Orphaned and Abandoned Boys, eleven-year-old Gib returns to live on the Thornton ranch, where his natural way with horses helps to make him feel at home.

Snyder, Zilpha.  Gib Rides Home.  (1998)  246 pp.

Despite the harsh treatment he has endured at the Lovell House orphanage, ten-year-old Gib Whittaker manages to maintain his hopeful outlook when he is "farmed out" to help with the horses of a wealthy banker in 1908.

Sorensen, Virginia.  Miracles on Maple Hill.  (1956)  232 pp.

After her father returns from the war moody and tired, Marly's family decides to move from the city to Maple Hill Farm in the Pennsylvania countryside where they share many adventures which help restore their spirits and their bond with each other.

Taylor, Sydney.  All-of-a-Kind Family.  (1951)  188 pp.

The adventures of five sisters growing up in a Jewish family in New York in the early twentieth century.

Taylor, Sydney.  All-of-a-Kind Family Downtown.  (1972)  187 pp.

The further adventures of five sisters and their brother growing up on New York's East Side in the early twentieth century.

Taylor, Sydney.  All-of-a-Kind Family Uptown.  (1958)  160 pp.

Each book shares the ups and downs in the lives of this special family, through the eyes of Ella, Charlotte, Henny, Sarah, Gertie, and their little brother, Charlie.

Taylor, Sydney.  More All-of-a-Kind Family.  (1981)  159 pp.

More adventures of five sisters growing up in a Jewish family in New York in the early 20th Century.

Uchida, Yoshiko.  Journey to Topaz:  A Story of the Japanese-American Evacuation.  (1971)  149 pp.

After the Pearl Harbor attack an eleven-year-old Japanese-American girl and her family are forced to go to an aliens camp in Utah.

Uchida, Yoshiko.  The Best Bad Thing.  (1983)  120 pp.

At first dismayed at having to spend the last month of her summer vacation helping out in the household of recently widowed Mrs. Hata, Rinko discovers there are pleasant surprises for her, but then bad things start to happen. Sequel to "A Jar of Dreams."

Voigt, Cynthia.  Tree by Leaf.  (1988)  192 pp.

A father's return home after World War I creates problems for his family, including 12-year-old Clothilde, who struggles with her father's horrible disfigurement and her mother's plan to sell the family's land off the coast of Maine to pay expenses.

Watts, Irene.  Flower.  (2005)  179 pp.

When 13-year-old Katie learns that her stepmother is pregnant, she spends the summer at her grandparents' Victorian home brooding, until the presence of an old-fashioned girl on her bedroom wall shares secrets.

Yep, Laurence.  Dragonwings.  (1975)  248 pp.

In the early 20th century, Moon Shadow, a young Chinese boy, joins his father Windrider in San Francisco and helps him realize his dream of making a flying machine while he  makes his living doing laundry.

Yep, Laurence.  The Earth Dragon Awakes : the San Francisco Earthquake of 1906.  (2006)  117 pp.

Eight-year-old Henry and nine-year-old Chin love to read about heroes in popular "penny dreadful" novels, until they both witness real courage while trying to survive the 1906 San Francisco earthquake.

Roaring Twenties, Great Depression, & World War Two (WWII)
Avi.  Smuggler's Island.  (1994)  178 pp.

Living on a poor island in 1932, a young boy determines, despite his family's bitter opposition, to identify and somehow bring to justice the liquor smugglers who have been terrorizing the island.

Beatty, Patricia.  The Sea Pair.  (1970)  224 pp.

A new teacher and a pair of sea otters raise problems for an Indian boy living on the coast of Washington in the early 1940s.

Brink, Carol Ryrie.  Winter Cottage.  (1968)  178 pp.

A Depression family appropriates a summer cottage in the Wisconsin woods, where they spend the winter and welcome all visitors, including a runaway youth and two strangers.

Cameron, Eleanor.  Private Worlds of Julia Redfern.  (1988)  218 pp.

Would-be writer Julia's fifteenth year is filled with jealousy, forgiveness, first love, and artistic satisfaction, against a background of loving support from her adored uncle, adopted grandmother, and other family members in Berkeley in the 1920s.

Carter, Dorothy.  Grandma's General Store:  the Ark.  (2004)  135 pp.

In the 1930s when their parents go north to Philadelphia to find work, five-year-old Pearl and seven-year-old Prince must stay behind with their grandmother in Florida and help her run her small store.

Chapman, Fern Shumer.  Is it Night or Day?.  (2010)  205 pp.

In 1938, Edith Westerfeld, a young German Jew, is sent by her parents to Chicago, Illinois, where she lives with an aunt and uncle and tries to assimilate into American culture, while worrying about her parents and mourning her losses.

Choldenko, Gennifer.  Al Capone Does My Shirts.  (2004)  228 pp.

A twelve-year-old boy named Moose moves to Alcatraz Island in 1935 when guards' families were housed there, and has to contend with his extraordinary new environment in addition to life with his autistic sister.

Choldenko, Gennifer.  Al Capone Shines My Shoes.  (2009)  274 pp.

Moose Flanagan, whose family lives on Alcatraz along with other families of prison guards, is frightened when he discovers that noted prisoner, gangster Al Capone, wants a favor in return for the help that he secretly gave Moose.

Cochrane, Patricia A.  Purely Rosie Pearl.  (1996)  135 pp.

In 1936 twelve-year-old Rosie Pearl Bush and her family of migrants endure the hardships of the Great Depression as they find work picking fruit in the California Valley.

Cormier, Robert.  Frenchtown Summer.  (1999)  113 pp.

A series of vignettes in free verse in which the writer reminisces about his life as a twelve-year-old boy living in a small town during the hot summer of 1938.

Curtis, Christopher.  Bud, Not Buddy.  (1999)  245 pp.

Ten-year-old Bud, a motherless boy living in Flint, Michigan, during the Great Depression, escapes a bad foster home and sets out in search of the man he believes to be his father--the renowned bandleader, H.E. Calloway of Grand Rapids.

Denenberg, Barry.  The journal of Ben Uchida, citizen #13559, Mirror Lake internment camp.  (1999)  156 pp.

My name is America series: Fictional twelve-year-old Ben Uchida keeps a journal of his experiences as a prisoner in a Japanese internment camp in Mirror Lake, California, during World War II.

Ellis, Ella Thorp.  Year of My Indian Prince.  (2001)  212 pp.

A fictionalized version of the author's experiences in 1946 when, at the age of sixteen, she was admitted to a San Francisco tuberculosis hospital and courted by a Maharajah's son.

Hahn, Mary Downing.  Following My Own Footsteps.  (1996)  186 pp.

In 1945, Gordy's grandmother takes him and his family into her North Carolina home after his abusive father is arrested, and he just begins to respond to his grandmother's loving discipline when his father returns.

Hamilton, Virginia.  Willie Bea and the Time the Martians Landed.  (1983)  208 pp.

In October of 1938, on their farm homestead in Ohio, a black family is caught up in the fear generated by the Orson Welles "Martians have landed" broadcast.

Holm, Jennifer L.  Turtle in Paradise.  (2010)  191 pp.

In 1935, when her mother gets a job housekeeping for a woman who does not like children, eleven-year-old Turtle is sent to stay with relatives she has never met in far away Key West, Florida.

Holman, Felice.  Real.  (1997)  176 pp.

In 1932, while exploring the California desert, Colly finds a Cahuilla Indian boy and his grandmother, who are trapped in a Forever Day that they are constantly repeating from their lives in 1774.

Jocelyn, Marthe.  How It Happened in Peach Hill.  (2007)  232 pp.

When 15-year-old Annie Grey and her clairvoyant mother arrive in Peach Hill, New York, in 1924, each wants to finally settle down, but to reach their goals they will have to do some serious lying and Annie will have to stand up for herself.

LaFaye, A.  The Year of the Sawdust Man.  (1998)  220 pp.

In 1934, when her mother leaves her and her father, 11-year-old Nissa tries to cope with the gossip of her small Louisiana town and the changes in her own life.

Lasky, Kathryn.  Christmas After All:  The Great Depression Diary of Minnie Swift.  (2001)  182 pp.

In her fictionalized journal, eleven-year-old Minnie Swift recounts how her family dealt with the difficult times during the Depression and how the arrival of an orphan from Texas changed their lives in Indianapolis just before Christmas 1932.

Lasky, Kathryn.  Pageant.  (1988)  223 pp.

Sarah Benjamin, a Jewish teenager on the brink of Kennedy's New Frontier, wonders if she can endure four more years of Stuart Hall, Indianapolis's most exclusive, very Christian, and impossibly stuffy school for girls.

MacLachlan, Patricia.  Heroes Don't Run.  (2005)  113 pp.

To honor his father who died during the Japanese invasion of Pearl Harbor, seventeen-year-old Adam eagerly enlists in the Marines in 1944, survives boot camp, and faces combat on the tiny island of Okinawa.

Mazer, Harry.  A Boy at War : A Novel of Pearl Harbor.  (2001)  104 pp.

While fishing with his friends off Honolulu on December 7, 1941, Adam is caught in the midst of the Japanese attack, but tries to find his father, a naval officer who was serving on the U.S.S. Arizona when the bombs fell.

Mazer, Harry.  Cave Under the City.  (1986)  152 pp.

With their mother in the hospital and their father's whereabouts unknown, two boys take to the streets of New York to escape being sent to a children's shelter.

Mazer, Harry.  Heroes Don't Run : a novel of the Pacific War.  (2005)  213 pp.

To honor his father who died during the Japanese invasion of Pearl Harbor, 17-year-old Adam eagerly enlists in the Marines in 1944, survives boot camp, and faces combat on the tiny island of Okinawa.

Myers, Anna.  Red-Dirt Jessie.  (1992)  107 pp.

Jessie, a young girl living in the Oklahoma dust bowl during the Depression, tries to tame a wild dog and to help her father recover from a nervous breakdown.

Myers, Walter Dean.  Harlem Summer.  (2007)  165 pp.

In 1920s Harlem, 16-year-old Mark Purvis, an aspiring jazz saxophonist, gets a summer job as an errand boy for the publishers of the groundbreaking African American magazine, but soon finds himself on the enemy list of mobster Dutch Shultz.

Paterson, Katherine.  Park's Quest.  (1988)  160 pp.

Park's mother won't answer his questions about his father, who was killed in Vietnam, but eventually agrees to let Park visit his father's family in Virginia.

Patneaude, David.  Thin wood walls.  (2004)  231 pp.

When the Japanese bomb Pearl Harbor, Joe Hamada and his family are torn away from their home and sent to a relocation camp in California, even as his older brother joins the United States Army to fight in the war.

Paulsen, Gary.  The Cookcamp.  (1991)  115 pp.

During World War II, a little boy is sent to live with his grandma, a cook in a camp for workers building a road through the wilderness.

Pearsall, Shelley.  Jump into the sky.  (2012)  344 pp.

In 1945, thirteen-year-old Levi goes from Chicago to segregated North Carolina, and finally to Oregon, where he learns that his father's unit, the all-Black 555th paratrooper battalion, will never see combat but finally has a mission.

Peck, Robert N.  A Day No Pigs Would Die.  (1872)  150 pp.

To a thirteen-year-old Vermont farm boy whose father slaughters pigs for a living, maturity comes early as he learns "doing what's got to be done," especially regarding his pet pig who cannot produce a litter.

Peck, Robert N.  Extra Innings.  (2001)  176 pp.

After an airplane crash claims the lives of most of his family, 16-year-old Tate goes to live with his great-grandfather and adopted black great-aunt Vidalia and hears about her childhood spent traveling with a Depression-era Negro baseball team.

Peck, Robert N.  Horse Thief.  (2002)  231 pp.

In 1938, with the help of a doctor and her elderly, horse-thieving father, a seventeen-year-old orphan steals thirteen horses from Chickalookee, Florida's doomed rodeo and finds a family in the process.

Peck, Robert N.  Nine Man Tree.  (1998)  169 pp.

In Depression-era Florida, young Yoolee assumes the responsibility of protecting his family from an unspeakable horror stalking the swamplands.

Porter, Tracey.  Treasures in the Dust.  (1997)  148 pp.

Eleven-year-old Annie and her friend Violet tell of the hardships endured by their families when dust storms, drought, and the Great Depression hit rural Oklahoma.

Reeder, Carolyn.  Foster's War.  (1998)  267 pp.

When his older brother joins the army during World War II in order to escape the rages of an authoritarian father, eleven-year-old Foster fights his battles on the homefront.

Ryan, Pam Muñoz. Esperanza rising.  (2000)  262 pp.

Esperanza and her mother are forced to leave their life of wealth and privilege in Mexico to work in the labor camps of Southern California, where they must adapt to the harsh circumstances facing farm workers on the eve of the Great Depression.

Snyder, Zilpha.  William S. and the Great Escape.  (2009)  214 pp.

In 1938, twelve-year-old William has already decided to leave home when his younger sister informs him that she and their brother and sister are going too, and right away, but complications arise when an acquaintance decides to "help" them.

Taylor, Mildred.  Let the Circle Be Unbroken.  (1981)  394 pp.

Four black children growing up in rural Mississippi during the Depression experience racial antagonisms and hard times, but learn from their parents the pride and self-respect they need to survive.

Taylor, Mildred.  The Friendship.  (1987)  53 pp.

Four children witness a confrontation between an elderly black man and a white storekeeper in rural Mississippi in the 1930s

Taylor, Mildred.  Mississippi Bridge.  (1990)  62 pp.

During a heavy rainstorm in 1930s rural Mississippi, a ten-year-old white boy sees a bus driver order all the black passengers off a crowded bus to make room for late-arriving white passengers and then set off across the raging Rosa Lee River.

Taylor, Mildred.  Road to Memphis.  (1990)  290 pp.

Sadistically teased by two white boys in 1940s rural Mississippi, a black youth severely injures one of the boys with a tire iron and enlists Cassie's help in trying to flee the state.

Taylor, Mildred.  Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry.  (1976)  276 pp.

A black family living in the South during the 1930s are faced with prejudice and discrimination which their children don't understand.

Uchida, Yoshiko.  A jar of dreams.  (1981)  131 pp.

Eleven-year-old Rinko grows up in a loving and closely-knit Japanese-American family in the California Bay Area during the Depression, while dealing with prejudice.

Van Raven, Pieter.  A time of troubles.  (1990)  180 pp.

Having crossed the country with his father during the Depression to find work in California, fourteen-year-old Roy encounters cruel exploitation by the Growers' Association of the desperate, impoverished people pouring into the state.

Vanderpool, Clare.  Moon over Manifest.  (2010)  368 pp.

Abilene Tucker is the 12-year-old daughter of a drifter who, in the summer of 1936, sends her to stay with an old friend in Manifest, Kansas, where he grew up, and where she hears about murders, orphans, and  bootlegging, and her father's past.

Wells, Rosemary.  On the Blue Comet.  (2010)  329 pp.

When the Depression hits Illinois, Oscar's father sells their home to look for work in California, and 11-year-old Oscar is left behind until he befriends a mysterious drifter, witnesses a robbery, and is catapulted onto a time-traveling train.

Yep, Laurence.  The dragon's child : a story of Angel Island.  (2008)  133 pp.

Gim Lew, age 10, leaves his village in China to accompany his father to America, preparing himself for a grueling test that he must pass at California's Angel Island, where officials strive to keep out unwanted immigrants.

Twentieth Century to the Present
Beatty, Patricia.  Lupita Manana.  (1982)  192 pp.

To help her poverty-stricken family, 13-year-old Lupita enters California as an illegal alien and starts to work while constantly on the watch for "la migra."

Boyd, Candy.  Charlie Pippin.  (1987)  182 pp.

Spunky 11-year-old Chartreuse Pippin hopes to understand her rigid father by finding out everything  she can about the Vietnam War, the war that let him survive but killed his dreams. CALIFORNIA.

Boyd, Candy.  Fall Secrets.  (1994)  216 pp.

In the aftermath of the 1991 firestorm in Oakland, California, sixth grader Jessie enters a performing arts middle school where she pursues her dream of becoming an actress and struggles with feelings of low self-esteem.

Curtis, Christopher.  The Watsons Go to Birmingham -- 1963.  (1995)  210 pp.

The ordinary interactions and everyday routines of the Watsons, an African American family living in Flint, Michigan, are drastically changed after they go to visit Grandma in Alabama in the summer of 1963.

Cushman, Karen.  The Loud Silence of Francine Green.  (2006)  225 pp.

In 1949, thirteen-year-old Francine goes to Catholic school in Los Angeles where she becomes best friends with a girl who questions authority and is frequently punished by the nuns, causing Francine to question her own values. CALIFORNIA.

Davis, Ossie.  Just Like Martin.  (1992)  215 pp.

Following the deaths of two classmates in a bomb explosion at his Alabama church, fourteen-year-old Stone organizes a children's march for civil rights in the autumn of 1963.

Draper, Sharon M.  Fire from the Rock.  (2007)  229 pp.

In 1957, Sylvia Patterson's life--that of a normal African American teenager--is disrupted by the impending integration of Little Rock's Central High when she is selected to be one of the first black students to attend the previously all white school.

Edwardson, Debby Dahl..  My Name Is Not Easy.  (2011)  248 pp.

Alaskans Luke, Chickie, Sonny, Donna, and Amiq relate their experiences in the early 1960s when they are forced to attend a Catholic boarding school where, despite different tribal affiliations, they come to find a sort of family and home.

Hilmo, Tess..  With a Name like Love.  (2011)  249 pp.

Thirteen-year-old Olivene Love gets tangled up in a murder mystery when her itinerant preaching family arrives in the small town of Binder, Arkansas in 1957.

Holt, Kimberly Willis.  Dancing in Cadillac Light.  (2001)  167 pp.

In 1968, eleven-year-old Jaynell's life in the town of Moon, Texas, is enlivened when her eccentric Grandpap comes to live with her family.

Holt, Kimberly Willis.  My Louisiana Sky.  (1998)  200 pp.

Growing up in Saitter, Louisiana, in the 1950s, twelve-year-old Tiger Ann struggles with her feelings about her stern, but loving grandmother, her mentally slow parents, and her good friend and neighbor, Jesse.

Holt, Kimberly Willis.  When Zachary Beaver Came to Town.  (1999)  227 pp.

During the summer of 1971 in a small Texas town, thirteen-year-old Toby and his best friend Cal meet the star of a sideshow act, 600-pound Zachary, the fattest boy in the world.

Jones, Traci L.  Finding My Place.  (2010)  181 pp.

After moving to an affluent suburb of Denver in 1975, ninth-grader Tiphanie feels lonely at her nearly all-white high school until she befriends another "outsider" and discovers that prejudice exists in many forms.

Lasky, Kathryn.  Chasing Orion.  (2010)  368 pp.

Details the relationship among 11-year-old Georgie, her older brother, and their new neighbor, a polio victim encased in an iron lung.

Levine, Kristin Sims.  Lions of Little Rock.  (2012)  298 pp.

In 1958 Little Rock, Arkansas, painfully shy twelve-year-old Marlee sees her city and family divided over school integration, but her friendship with Liz, a new student, helps her find her voice and fight against racism.

Moore, Yvette.  Freedom Songs.  (1991)  168 pp.

In the sixties, when Sheryl's Uncle Pete joins the Freedom Riders down South, she organizes a gospel concert in Brooklyn to help him.

Myers, Anna.  Ethan Between Us.  (1998)  153 pp.

In an Oklahoma oil drilling camp in 1960, fifteen-year-old Clare finds her relationship with her best friend threatened by her new romance with Ethan, a boy carrying a dark secret.

Myers, Anna.  Rosie's Tiger.  (1994)  121 pp.

In 1952 in Oklahoma, sixth grader Rosie enlists the aid of her new best friend, the flamboyant Cassandra, in trying to get rid of the Korean wife and stepson her older brother has brought back from the war.

Myers, Walter Dean.  The Journal of Biddy Owens:  The Negro Leagues.  (2001)  141 pp.

Teenager Biddy Owens' 1948 journal about working for the Birmingham Black Barons includes the games and the players, racism the team faces from New Orleans to Chicago, and his family's resistance to his becoming a professional baseball player.

Peck, Richard.  A Season of Gifts.  (2009)  164 pp.

Relates the surprising gifts bestowed on twelve-year-old Bob Barnhart and his family, who have recently moved to a small Illinois town in 1958, by their larger-than-life neighbor, Mrs. Dowdel.

Peet, Mal.  Life: An Exploded Diagram.  (2011)  385 pp.

In 1960s Norfolk, England, 17-year-old Clem lives with his mother in a tiny cottage, but his life is transformed when he falls in love with the daughter of a wealthy farmer in this tale that flashes back through the stories of three generations.

Robinet, Harriette.  Walking to the Bus-Rider Blues.  (2000)  146 pp.

Twelve-year-old Alfa Merryfield, his older sister, and their grandmother struggle for rent money, food, and their dignity as they participate in the Montgomery, Alabama bus boycott in the summer of 1956.

Schmidt, Gary D. Okay for Now.  (2012)  360 pp.

In the late 1960s, 14-year-old Doug finds an escape from his troubled family when he is introduced to Audubon's paintings of birds, finds an ally in Lil Spicer--a fiery young lady, and a safe haven in the local library.

Senzai, N. H..  Shooting Kabul.  (2010)  262 pp.

Escaping from Taliban-controlled Afghanistan in 2001, 11-year-old Fadi and his family immigrate to the San Francisco Bay Area, where Fadi schemes to return to the Pakistani refugee camp where his little sister was accidentally left behind.

Sherrard, Valerie.  Tumbleweed Skies.  (2010)  124 pp.

It's 1954, and Ellie's grandma has reluctantly agreed to look after her 10-year-old granddaughter. The hostile relationship is played out over one Saskatchewan summer in this story that is evocative of its time and heartbreaking in its interactions.

Shimko, Bonnie.  The Private Thoughts of Amelia E. Rye.  (2010)  234 pp.

Anger and hurt drive the first-person narrative of Amelia Earhart Rye as she describes growing up in a train-wrect family in small-town, upstate New York in the 1960s.

Smith, D. J..  The boys of San Joaquin.  (2005)  231 pp.

In a small California town in 1951, 12-year-old Paolo and his deaf cousin Billy search for missing church money, dig up a treasure, make discoveries about themselves, other family members, and townspeople they thought they knew.

Soto, Gary.  Jesse.  (1994)  166 pp.

Two Mexican American brothers hope that junior college will help them escape their heritage of tedious physical labor, while their lives are also affected by the Vietnam War and the farm workers’ strike.

Soto, Gary.  Jesse.  (1994)  166 pp.

Two Mexican American brothers hope that junior college will help them escape their heritage of tedious physical labor, while their lives are also affected by the Vietnam War and the farm workers’ strike.

White, Ruth.  A Month of Sundays.  (2011)  168 pp.

In 1950s Virginia, Garnet, 14, gets dumped with her father's relatives, none of whom she's met, although she becomes close to Aunt June while they visit a new church each week to see if June's cancer can be cured.

Wiles, Deborah.  Countdown.  (2010)  400 pp.

Wiles expands the historical-fiction genre by using snippets of songs and speeches as well as archival photos to tell the story of 11-year-old Franny Chapman as she navigates through personal and world events during the Cuban missile crisis.

Williams-Garcia, Rita.  One Crazy Summer.  (2010)  218 pp.

In 1968, 11-year-old Delphine and her two younger sisters travel from Brooklyn to Oakland, California, to spend a month with the mother they barely know, and discover that she resents their intrusion and sends them to Black Panther summer camp.


