Dorothy Helfeld Scholarships
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Children’s Librarianship – Is it for you? The Association of Children’s Librarians of Northern California (ACL) invites students of children’s librarianship and/or children’s literature to apply for one of three annual membership scholarships. Discover a network of active Bay Area children’s librarians who meet monthly to share their passion for children’s literature and libraries. The three annual scholarships cover the cost of a year's membership in ACL, the 11 issues of its review publication, BayViews and attendance at the annual Institute and Performers Showcase. The winner of this scholarship is expected to attend monthly meetings in the East Bay and to review books and partake in the business of the organization to a reasonable extent. 

Who is eligible? Anyone currently in library school who may be considering working with children; librarians considering a possible change from adult to children’s work; para-professionals working in school libraries; teachers who may be considering moving to school or public library positions; college students who may be considering library work with children. Students considering or embarking on their studies in children’s librarianship will find an encouraging and challenging community of like-minded individuals. 

 

ACL
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The Association of Children’s Librarians of Northern California (ACL) offers three annual membership scholarships in tribute to Dorothy Helfeld, a member and reviewer for this organization from 1992 until her death in 2008. ACL has met monthly in the San Francisco Bay Area since the 1930s to review newly published children's books. Reviews are published in the journal BayViews which includes a section for storytime ideas, library and book-related news of interest to our members and announcements of various meetings or group activities. ACL also hosts an annual Institute on a subject of timely interest to children's librarians, teachers and other adults who work with children and books. Leading authors and individuals closely tied to the subject of the Institute are invited to speak and library materials supporting each year’s topic are highlighted. 
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Dorothy Helfeld

Dorothy’s library experience spanned several decades and locales. She received her M.L.S. in 1962 from the University of Pittsburgh and worked at the Carnegie Library in Pittsburgh where she was a colleague of the legendary storyteller and author Margaret Hodges. She later worked in St. Paul, Minnesota, in the Children’s Literature Department of the Los Angeles Public Library, and later for the Southern California Answering Network (SCAN) and the Bay Area Library and Information System (BALIS.) In these last two reference positions, she answered questions on literature and the humanities referred to her office from public libraries throughout the state of California. Her colleagues admired Dorothy as a storyteller and dedicated reference sleuth, and loved her for her uncompromising love of children’s literature which shone through whatever she did. In her travels, the time she spent with her beloved family, her professional career, and her intrepid walking across her final home city of San Francisco, she shared books with all who crossed her path. During her last year, she amazed the medical staff by her delight in matching their needs and interests to just the right book out of the myriad in her memory.

 

Her ACL reviews reflected her passion for presenting the best to children and her always-growing knowledge of story and authors, which she also shared in her contributions to the annual Institute bibliographies. To Dorothy, reading offered boundless opportunity for celebrating, untangling and enduring the complicated knot of life. The scholarships in her memory allow the Association of Children’s Librarians of Northern California to extend Dorothy’s excitement about children and their books to those at the beginning of their involvement in the field which meant so much to her.

 

 

Applications are available online at www.bayviews.org. They should be received by Tuesday, June 5, 2012. They will be reviewed by a 3-person committee in the early summer and the winners will be announced in mid-August. The scholarship will begin in September and go through December 2013, the ACL fiscal year. For further information, please contact Elizabeth Overmyer at scholarship@bayviews.org. 

